PART vi: 1776
utter: *No man but a blockhead ever wrote, except for
money.*
I mentioned a new gaming-club, of which Mr Beauclerk
had given me an account, where the members played to a
desperate extent. JOHNSON. Ttepend upon it, Sir, this is
mere talk. Who is ruined by gaming? You will not find six
instances in an age. There is a strange rout made about deep
play: whereas you have many more people ruined by ad-
venturous trade, and yet we do not hear such an outcry
against it.5 THRALE. There may be few people absolutely
ruined by deep play; but very many are much hurt in their
circumstances by it.' JOHNSON. Yes, Sir, and so are very
many by other kinds of expence.' I had heard him talk once
before in the same manner; and at Oxford he said, 'he
wished he had learnt to play at cards.' The truth, however,
is, that he loved to display his ingenuity in argument; and
therefore would sometimes in conversation maintain opin-
ions which he was sensible were wrong, but in supporting
which, his reasoning and wit would be most conspicuous. He
would begin thus: 'Why, Sir, as to the good or evil of card-
playing -' *Now, (said Gar-rick,) he is thinking which side he
shall take.3 He appeared to have a pleasure in contradiction,
especially when any opinion whatever was delivered with an
air of confidence.
On Sunday, April 7, Easter-day, after having been at St
Paul's cathedral, I came to Dr Johnson, according to my
usual custom. It seemed to me, that there was always some-
thing peculiarly mild and placid in his manner upon this
holy festival.
I repeated to him an argument of a lady [perhaps Jane,
Countess of Eglinton] of my acquaintance, who maintained,
that her husband's having been found guilty of numberless
infidelities, released her from conjugal obligations, because
they were reciprocal. JOHNSON. This is miserable stuff. Sir.
To the contract of marriage, besides the man and wife, there
is a third party - Society; and, if it be considered as a vow
- GOD : and, therefore, it cannot be dissolved by their con-
209